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"We were at your side 
when the planet in its majority, 
Madiba, forgot or ignored you, 

At the time of a worldwide tribute, 
We want to remain lonely 
and so to better love you" 

 
Bertrand FAVREAU 

5 décembre 2013 
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Depuis/Since/Desde/Dal/Seit 1984 

 
 
 

On March 29th, 1985, when he was jailed in the Pollsmoor prison, 
Nelson Mandela was awarded the First  «Ludovic-Trarieux International 
Human Rights Prize». The South African Empassy in Paris sent a 
contemptuous letter  to the Jury members. 

 
 For final assignment, the Rules of the Prize require that the prize-

winner should accept it and receive it himself on the occasion of a ceremony 
award and if he is prevented from coming, that the Prize could be given to a 
member of his family or to a designated proxy. That is why, Princess Zenani 
Mandela dealing with south african intelligence servive, came from 
Swaziland, via Johannesburg and London, to accept and receive the Ludovic 
Trarieux Prize on behalf of her father,  in  Bordeaux, on April 27, 1985. 

 
Nelson Mandela was freed five years later, on  11 February 1990. He 

had spent trenty-eight years in jail.  
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«IT  
WAS NOT  

ONLY  
THE SINGLE  CAUSE  

OF A MAN  
WHICH WAS TO BE DEFENDED,  

BUT BEHIND THIS CAUSE,  
LAW, JUSTICE,  
HUMANITY ». 
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For almost  thirty years, the International Human Rights Ludovic Trarieux Prize, the  
only reward created  specifically to illustrate the individual struggle of a lawyer in the world,in 
the human rights field,  comes and reminds us every year , both the memory of a Senator who 
gave up his career choosing stubbornly the ways of justice and truth, and the raison d'être of a 
profession that is founded, under all latitudes , on a commitment of every day. 

 
 
Because the duty of independence, so often badly respected by those who  risk nothing, 

must remain the first duty of the lawyer, this award is honouring each year those who by their 
personal commitment, want to preserve their soul at the risk of  their freedom, of their physical 
integrity  and most often , of their lives . 

 
Because independence cannot be  divided , the award created for lawyers by lawyers who 

do want to lavish their efforts always recommenced on that purpose,  remains deliberately free of 
any influence that could  dictate its choices, since exclusively endowed by major European Bars 
devoted to the defense of Human Rights . 

 
Because there is no country immune from an erosion  every day more subtle of 

fundamental rights, including in judicial matters , the prize makes each time more acute the 
evocation of a noble example that pursues  a struggle that must be ours too . 
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The Ludovic-Trarieux International  

Human Rights Prize 

ARCHIVE  

  

A TRIBUTE TO  NELSON MANDELA ��

First Ludovic-Trarieux Prizewinner 1985��

March 29 1985 : ����The  Délibération (Excerpts from minutes) ��
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APRIL 27, 1985 : CEREMONY AWARD OF THE FIRST LUDOVIC-
TRARIEUX PRIZE 



EXCERPTS OF THE ADDRESS BY MR. BERTRAND FAVREAU, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTE OF THE BORDEAUX  

BAR (FRANCE)* ��
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����� ��������� G� ��� ��	� � ���� ���� !���������� ����� �� �� &��!���		� �
	� ���� ����	� ��� ��!����
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�	�������� ������� ��� �"!��	� ���� ������ ��,��� ������ � ����%� ����,�� ������ ��	� ��� 9��	������� ��� ��	�
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7��� 	������ ����� �������F	� ���� �!!����� ��� ����,	/� .� � ���� ����,��!�� ��� ��	� ����!�� ���
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�����!������%���������!��������
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�����

��� ���� '��!4%����� 	��4� 	�&�� ���� ��� �����,� ���� �&'� ���		&���/�7��� 	�!������%� ��� 	���� ����� ��
+��!4� !����� ���� 
�		�'��� '�� ���� �&
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��	��%� 
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�������	�
����		�������!�� ���/�2	������	�
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��!��	�� ��� ��
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On 27 April 1985, the bâtonnier Bertrand Favreau presented in Bordeaux the First 
International Human Rights Prize Ludovic Trarieux, created a year earlier, to Zenani 
Mandela, comming to accept the award on behalf of hisfather who was then imprisoned for 
more than five years in South Africa .It was the first award given to Mandela in France and 
the first around the world given by lawyers.  
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SPEECH BY THE PRINCESS ZENANI MANDELA DLAMINI, 
IN NAME OF HIS FATHER NELSON MANDELA,  

ON OCCASION OF THE PRIZE-WINNING CEREMONY 
OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS PRIZE 
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Ludovic-Trarieux International Human Rights Prize 
Since 1984 

“The award given by lawyers to a lawyer” 
 

Created in 1984, the "International Human Rights Prize Ludovic -Trarieux” is awarded to " a 
lawyer, regardless of nationality or Bar, who thoroughout his career has illustrated, by his 
activity or his suffering, the defence of human rights, the promotion of defence rights, the 
supremacy of law, and the struggle against racism and intolerance in any form ". 
It is the oldest and most prestigious award given to a lawyer in the world. Often imitated or 
counterfeited, it remains the only European award in the scope of human rights whose 
funding is reserved for a lawyer. It commemorates the memory of the French lawyer, 
Ludovic Trarieux (1840-1904), who in the midst of the Dreyfus Affair, in France, in 1898, 
founded the " League for the Defence of Human Rights and the Citizen ", because, he said: " 
It was not only the single cause of a man which was to be defended, but behind this cause, 
law, justice, humanity ". 
The first Prize was awarded on March 29th, 1985 to Nelson Mandela then in jail. It was 
officially presented to his daughter, Zenani Mandela Dlamini, on April 27th 1985, in front of 
forty presidents of Bars and Law Societies from Europe and Africa. It was the first award 
given to Mandela in France and the first around the world given by lawyers. On February 
11th 1990, Nelson Mandela was released. Since then, it was decided that the Prize would be 
awarded again.  
Since 2003, the Prize is awarded every year in partnership by the Human Rights Institute of 
The Bar of Bordeaux, the Human Rights Institute of the Bar of Paris, the Human Rights 
Institute of The Bar of Brussels, l'Unione forense per la tutela dei diritti dell'uomo (Roma), 
the Union Internationale des Avocats (UIA), Rechtsanwaltskammer Berlin, the Bar of 
Luxemburg and the European Bar Human Rights Institute (IDHAE) whose members are the 
biggest european law societies fighting for human rights. It is presented every year in a city 
that is home to one of the member Institutes. 

 
1985: Nelson MANDELA (South Africa) 
1992: Augusto ZÚÑIGA PAZ (Peru) † 

1994: Jadranka CIGELJ (Bosnia-Herzegovina) 
1996 Nejib HOSNI (Tunisia) and Dalila MEZIANE (Algeria). 

1998 ZHOU Guoqiang (China) 
2000 Esber YAGMURDERELI (Turkey) 

2002 Mehrangiz KAR (Iran) 
2003 Digna OCHOA and Bárbara ZAMORA (Mexico) 

2004: Akhtam NAISSE (Syria) 
2005: Henri BURIN DES ROZIERS (Brazil) 

2006: Parvez IMROZ (India) 
2007 : René GÓMEZ MANZANO (Cuba) 

2008 : U AYE MYINT (Burma) 
2009 : Beatrice MTETWA (Zimbabwe) 

2010 : Karinna MOSKALENKO (Russia) 
2011 : Fethi TERBIL (Libya) 

2012 : Muharrem ERBEY (Turkey) 
2013 : Vadim KURAMSHIN (Kazakhstan) 

 

 


